
NOVEMBER ,  AS  YOU undoubtedly know, is a month
in which Americans give Thanks.

As we gather around the table on Thanksgiving
Day, we naturally think about all the blessings that
God has bestowed upon each of us and this nation.
I can think of many reasons to be thankful, including
the fact that I am a member and employee of Lamar
Electric Cooperative, a business that exists to serve
others.

We should not forget to give thanks for those who
sacrificed on our behalf to protect the freedoms we
all enjoy in America.  A special day, November 11,
has been designated Veterans Day.  This Veterans
Day, I encourage you to thank the people you know
– family members, friends or acquaintances who
have worn the uniform and served this country in
the military.  No matter the branch of service or the
conflict, we all owe these people our gratitude for
preserving and defending our great nation.

Being in the military is often a hazardous job and
its service men and women are some of the lowest
paid folks around.  My Marine son let me know that
Marines even have to pay for their government
issued clothing, out of their meager monthly pay.
They sacrifice family time and family activities in
order to accomplish the assigned task.  Our military
men and women currently serving did not have to
sign up, they did so voluntarily.  I still have my draft
card but most have never heard of the draft.  These
volunteers accepted the challenge of protecting our
freedoms, even though it cost them dearly and
sometimes the ultimate sacrifice.  It is a debt that
we cannot repay, but one that we can honor by shar-
ing with them our thanks.

At Lamar Electric I am proud to work alongside
some fine men who have served in the military and
now continue serving you at the Co-op.  In Honor of
Veterans Day, I ask that you join me in saluting all
those who have served the U.S. armed forces and
those who continue to serve.

We should show our appreciation to those serving
in the military, but also not forget those who stayed
home, delivering vital services such as electricity. In
past issues of Texas Co-op Power we related how
rural electric cooperatives powered the American
dream for farmers and rural folk who received the
tool of electricity which helped them achieve the
kind of prosperity their city countrymen had enjoyed
for years.  Rural Lamar County did not wait on the

investor-owned power companies who sent the
message that rural folks should move to town if they
wanted electricity.

We should be thankful for the rural farmers in
Lamar County Texas that responded to the challenge
and banded together to form their own Electric
Cooperative in 1938.  Employees of Rural Electric
Cooperatives have supported the military efforts in
a way that many have overlooked.  After the Japan-
ese bombed Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the
entire United States got behind the war effort.  Local
folks had to help local folks.  By 1941, not many elec-
tric wires had been strung in this area of North Texas,
but every wire was vital.  If entering a new war did
not provide enough challenges to the new fledgling
Lamar Electric Cooperative; on March 8, 1942, an
ice and snowstorm hit our area and damaged the
entire electric system.  Linemen from electric coop-
eratives in Wood County, Fannin County and Choc-
taw Electric Cooperative in Hugo Oklahoma, came
to our aid.  Metal was scarce but our neighbors
helped out.

By July 1942, linemen from Lamar Electric were
leaving to fight the war.  Charles Julian, a lineman’s
helper got a pay raise to 46 cents per hour because
he had to step up to fill in for those leaving.  The
War Production Board had tight regulations about
extending new electric lines.  All types of metal
were scarce.  On October 6, 1942, the Lamar Electric
office was closed and the cooperative trucks and
employees were used to collect pooled scrap metal.

During the war, construction of electric lines
almost came to a complete stop.  As soon as the war
ended in September 1945, activity in the rural areas
of Lamar, Red River and Delta Counties took off at a
fast clip.  By April 1946 our Co-op had four GI’s train-
ing on the job and were paid 22 ¼ cents per hour.
The men returning from the military needed jobs
and miles of electric lines needed constructed.  Board
minutes indicate construction of electric lines was
progressing on a “mass production” schedule,
despite a very wet and rainy spring in 1946.

Your Cooperative was here to help when the
United States struggled with a World War, and a
group of dedicated employees continue working to
improve the way of life in your community today,
meeting the next round of challenges and opportu-
nities head on, with eyes forward and focused on
the future. D
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5225 US Hwy. 82 E., Blossom 75416
P.o. Box 68, Blossom, tX 75416
phone (903) 784-4303
web lamarelectric.coop

general manager and Ceo
Jerry D. Williams
board of Directors
George M. Wood, President, Blossom
Lyle Yoder, Vice President, Pattonville
Mike Williams, Secretary-treasurer,

Detroit
Matthew Albus, Roxton
Allen Branch, Sumner
James D. Floyd, Annona
Jeremy D. Hamil, Sumner
Harry R. Moore, clarksville
Ron E. Tippit, clarksville

member benefIts
• Level billing
• Automated meter reading
• Free bank draft service
• E-Bill
• Visa and mastercard accepted
• Prepaid  metering

te x as Co - op power
Lamar Electric provides Texas Co-op 
Power and texascoopPower.com to 
give you information about events, 
safety, special programs and other
activities of your cooperative. if you 
have any comments or suggestions, 
please contact the co-op office.

VIsIt Us onlIne
lamarelectric.coop

Contact Us
For information and to report 
outages, please call us.
(903)  784-4303
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I t ’ s  t e m p t I n g  to turn the heat on as soon as the weather starts to cool in
the fall and early winter. But holding off for a few weeks until you really
need to rely on heat can keep your energy bills low.

If you must turn the heat on:
Set it no higher than 68 degrees. This will make your indoor air comfort-

able without wasting energy.
Put on another layer. Try putting on a sweater and slippers if you’re feel-

ing cold. Adding another layer of clothing to your body might keep you
cozy enough to delay turning up the thermostat.

Move furniture and drapes away from warm air registers and baseboard
heaters so they don’t block the heat from circulating. The freer the airflow,
the lower you can set your thermostat.

Close the flue damper of your wood-burning fireplace. In fact, consider
fitting an electric fireplace into it so you can enjoy a light show without
sending heated air up the chimney.

Have a heating, ventilating and air conditioning professional inspect
your heating system before it gets too cold outside. Regular maintenance
can prevent an expensive, inconvenient problem later in the winter—when
it would be uncomfortable to go even a day without a working heater.

Seal indoor openings on external walls, such as around the areas where
the cable and phone lines come into the house and around penetrations
for water pipes and sewer lines. Caulking those openings can keep your
heated air in and the cool air out.

Add or repair weatherstripping. The spaces around doors and windows
can allow cold air to sneak in, so before it gets too cold out, inspect your
weatherstripping to make sure it’s blocking air movement. If it’s missing
or worn out, replace it. D

Conserve Energy as 
the Weather Cools
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“The Government-In-Action Youth Tour is a once-in-a-lifetime
experience. It makes the history books come alive.  Getting to ex-
perience firsthand things like the White House, National Mall,
and the Library of Congress, truly made me appreciate our coun-
try and the opportunity it affords to us all.  I met some amazing
people from all over our great state and nation on the tour in 2016
and remain friends with many of them to this day.  I can't thank
Lamar Electric enough for the experience of Youth Tour and en-
courage all eligible students to apply.  You will learn valuable
leadership skills and have the time of your life doing so each and
every day of the Tour!”

—Cameron Edwards, 2016 Youth Tour Alumnus 
and City of Paris Firefighter
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Each year, Lamar Electric Cooperative selects exemplary high school students to
attend the Government-in-Action Youth Tour, an all-expenses-paid 10-day trip to
Austin & Washington, D.C., where participants tour the U.S. Capitol, meet members
of Congress, and visit many historical sites, monuments, and museums.  

Youth Tour and 
Scholarship Application 
Process Now Open
Tour or scholarship?  The choice can be yours in 2022!
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However, this year, the top two winners
will be provided with a choice – attend
Youth Tour or receive a $1,000 scholar-
ship!  The scholarship may be used for
expenses related to post-high school
studies including college, community
college, trade schools and/or technical
training.  

Who Is Eligible?
10th, 11th, and 12th grade students who
live full-time in a residence served by
Lamar EC or attend one of the three high
schools served by Lamar Electric which
are: Prairiland, Detroit, or Faith Christian.
Home-schooled students served by
Lamar Electric are also eligible.

How to Apply
Go to https:/lamarelectric.coop/youth
and complete the 2022 Youth Tour &
Scholarship Application Process which
includes:

1) Online application 
2) 1–2-minute self-interview video*

that includes a personal introduction
and your future plans after high school) 

3) Written essay** on this year’s essay
topic: “What are the Future Sources of
Electricity in the United States?”

For questions or further assistance,
please contact Andrea Williams McCoy
at: youthtour@lamarelectric.coop or 
903-783-4949.

Deadline
The application, video, and essay must
be received no later than 5pm on Janu-
ary 31, 2022.  Submissions must include
all 3 elements.  Incomplete submissions
will not be considered.  Selections will 
be announced no later than February 15,
2022. D

*Video specifications: (mP4, moV, or aVi
video formats preferred; most common
video applications on android/ iPhones)

**essay specifications: (2 page minimum,
double-spaced, 12-pt. font, 1 in. margins)
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I T  TA K E S  A  LOT of energy to cook all day and to host a house full of com-
pany for Thanksgiving. So while you’re making your grocery list this holi-
day season, start a list of ways you and your family can cut down on
energy use.

Some ideas:
Lower the thermostat. If you’re cooking all day, your kitchen will get

really hot. Some of that heat will spill into the rest of the house, so there’s
no need to keep the thermostat at its usual setting. 

Don’t turn your oven on until it’s full. Cook several dishes at once. If
their recommended cooking temps are within 25 degrees of each other in
either direction, everything will cook as it should. 

Identify dishes that you can cook in the microwave, which heats food
faster than the oven and uses about a third of the electricity. 

Run your dishwasher only when it’s full. Using the dishwasher uses
less energy and water than hand-washing. 

Cool leftovers on the counter before putting them into the refrigerator.
That will keep the fridge from having to work so hard to cool off hot food.
But don’t leave perishable food out for more than a few hours, after which
it begins to spoil.

Use a slow cooker, toaster oven or warming plate to do the same job of
cooking some dishes but with less electricity. The average toaster oven can
use about half the energy of the average electric stove over the same cook-
ing time.

Make sure your stovetop is in good condition. For your stovetop to
function effectively, it’s important that the metal reflectors under your
electric stove burners stay clean.

Ensure your pots and pans are in good shape. If your pans have
warped over time and don’t sit flat on the burner, it may be time for
some new ones that ensure heat transfers efficiently from the burner to
the pan. D

Add Energy Efficiency to 
Your Thanksgiving Menu
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