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Co-op News
LAMAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

Trees and Electric
Wires Don’t Mix Well
MESSAGE FROM
GENERAL MANAGER AND CEO JERRY D. WILLIAMS
MOST OF THE AREAS SERVED BY LAMAR ELEC-

tric are blessed with an abundance of trees.
Personally, I wouldn’t want to live in an area without trees.
Many of the trees in this area have been forestland for years.
Other areas are growing trees after farming was abandoned on
the land. Fence rows overgrown with brush and trash trees are
becoming more commonplace. Many years ago the farmers
kept the fence lines free of brush. Now, tractors are used for
row crops or hay meadows and the tractor can only get so close
to the fence. Over years the result is a strip of land near the
fence that is overgrown with brush. In an effort to stay out of
the state or county right-of-way, many power lines were constructed just inside the fence line to allow farm land to not be
wasted. Ways to reduce the problems from trees has been the
subject of many hours of discussion and planning at Lamar
Electric.
For many years Lamar Electric would pay contractors to
trim any limb in the right-of-way that was within 10 feet of the
electric wire. This gave only a 10 foot clearance from the taller
bushes and allowed all the lower limbs and bushes time to continue growing. Over time this resulted in most of the limbs and
brush being less than 10 feet from the high voltage wires. We
were then faced with having over 2,000 miles of electric lines
with limbs within the 10 foot barrier. At the same time the cost
to trim trees continued to increase. We reached a point over 8
years ago that it would cost over $3 million per year if Lamar
were to continue trimming only the top limbs every three
years. By now that figure would be over $6 million per year.
Rather than asking for a major increase in electric rates, we
developed a plan to work within our existing budget and do a
better job with what we have.
In 2009, we went back to some of the old, tried and tested
methods of keeping the right-of-ways clear—with a touch of
modern arborist practices. Just like 50 years ago, we now cut
the trees and brush to the ground. The stumps are then treated
with a herbicide to prevent sprouting out. Trees or brush with
fence wire attached are cut off at post top height.
Lamar Electric has been clearing right-of-way easements
for about 80 years. Over the years various methods have been
20

Texas Co-op Power

LAMAR ELECTRIC

April 2019

used. Despite all this activity going on for such a long time;
some folks still don’t seem to understand why keeping limbs
away from power lines are a necessary thing to do. I think we
grow accustomed to our surroundings and this blinds us to
some details. Why else would so many people plant trees or
bushes directly under the power line without ever looking up?
When the tree or crepe myrtle bush is small it is probably hard
to imagine what will happen in just a few years. The problem is
we are obligated to imagine the future and take steps today to
prevent problems from occurring down the road.
Most likely there is a basic lack of understanding about high
voltage power lines. None of the high voltage power lines in the
air (be they distribution or transmission lines) have rubber
insulation around the wire. The wires are bare and are insulated from the poles with glass or an epoxy composite material
that is connected to the pole. If a tree limb touches the wire,
voltage will travel down the limb and tree trunk to the ground.
If you were leaning against the tree at the time, most likely
some of that current will go through your body. It doesn’t take
much electrical current going through a human body to cause
major problems or even death. I have talked to many grandparents that had never considered what could happen to their
grandchild playing around a tree in the front yard. This is
something to think about before objecting when our right-ofway contractor shows up to cut the tree.
Safety for our members and the general public is not the
only reason keeping the easement area clear of bushes is necessary. In the past a major portion of the time the power went
off was due to tree problems, that has now been reduced to less
than 20 percent of the time. It has taken 9 years of cutting the
easement areas to the ground but the average time a member is
out of power per year has been cut in half.
Once the area has been cleared and limbs cut along the
sides, a herbicide is applied about every 3 years to the brush
that sprouts from the floor of the easement area. This summer
about 600 miles of right-of-way will be sprayed to keep the
brush from continuing to grow. Limbs will continue to grow
along the sides of the easement area and will be schedule for
side trimming about every 6 years.
www.lamarelectric.coop
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1485 N. Main St. • P.O. Box 580
Paris, TX 75461
G E N E R A L M A N AG E R
AND CEO
Jerry D. Williams
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
George M. Wood, President,
Blossom
Lyle Yoder, Vice President,
Pattonville
Mike Williams, Secretary-Treasurer,
Detroit
Matthew Albus, Roxton
Allen Branch, Sumner
James D. Floyd, Annona
Jeremy D. Hamil, Sumner
Harry R. Moore, Clarksville
Ron E. Tippit, Clarksville
Member Benefits
• Level billing
• Automated meter reading
• Free bank draft service
• E-Bill
• Visa and Mastercard accepted
Your Local Pages
This section of Texas Co-op Power
is produced by LEC each month to
provide you with information
about current events, safety, special programs and other activities
of the cooperative. If you have any
comments or suggestions, please
contact the local office.

NREC A

CONTACT US

The entire Lamar Electric right-of-way program is overseen by a professional
utility arborist on our staff. The ultimate goal is to have easement areas that are
knee high in grass to cut down on soil erosion, with lots of woody chips and stems
on the ground to provide cover for wildlife. We appreciate the cooperation of our
members as we strive to continue lowering the electric rates and providing better
service.
www.lamarelectric.coop

CALL US

(903) 784-4303 local or
1-800-782-9010 toll-free
FIND US ON THE WEB

www.lamarelectric.coop
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Scholarship Deadline April 12
LAMAR ELECTRIC WILL AWARD SIX $1,000 ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS TO STUDENTS

who plan to pursue an academic degree or certification from an accredited university, college, junior college, technical school or other postsecondary educational institution. Scholarship payment will be made directly to the college,
university or school in one lump sum. Scholarships must be used within two years
of the award date. Funds may be used for tuition, books, and room and board.
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
To be considered for a Lamar Electric scholarship, students must:

a Live full time in a residence served by Lamar Electric.
a Be a graduating senior attending a high school or an accredited home extended
studies program within the counties served by Lamar Electric.
Six scholarships will be awarded April 27 at the Lamar Electric annual meeting in a
random drawing of qualified students. The winners need not be present.
The entry deadline is April 12. The application can be found on our website, lamar
electric.coop. Once the application is co mpleted, simply click on the Email button and
send to scholarship@lamarelectric.coop.
OR FILL OUT THE APPLICATION BELOW AND MAIL TO:
Lamar Electric Cooperative
Attn: Katie Morris
P.O. Box 580
Paris, TX 75461

LAMAR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
2019 SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
DEADLINE: APRIL 12

NAME _______________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

NAME OF HIGH SCHOOL _________________________________________________

PARENT(S)/GUARDIAN(S) NAME(S) ________________________________________

LAMAR ELECTRIC ACCOUNT NO. __________________________________________

PHONE NUMBER _______________________________________________________

MARGOUILLATPHOTOS | ISTOCK.COM

Bumbleberry
Cobbler
1 cup blackberries
1 cup blueberries
1 cup hulled and quartered
strawberries
1¼ cups sugar, divided use
⅛ cup cornstarch
½ teaspoon cinnamon
1 tablespoon lemon juice
½ cup water
¼ cup (½ stick) butter, melted
½ cup whole-wheat flour
½ cup flour
¼ teaspoon allspice
1½ teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup milk
1 cup sliced almonds

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. Combine berries, ½ cup sugar,
cornstarch, cinnamon, lemon juice
and water in a pan over medium
heat. Cook, stirring occasionally,
until mixture thickens, then remove
from heat.
3. In a bowl, combine butter,
remaining sugar, flours, allspice,
baking powder, salt and milk and
mix until smooth. Fold in almonds.
4. Pour batter into an 8-by-8-inch
baking dish. Spoon berry mixture into
center of dish. Bake 45 minutes or
until pastry top is browned. Allow to
cool about 15 minutes before serving.
a Serves 8.
Find this and more delicious recipes online at

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM
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NOTICE OF LAMAR COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

MEETING OF MEMBERS
THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OF LAMAR COUNTY ELECTRIC
Cooperative Association will be held at Paris Junior High School,
2400 Jefferson Road in Paris on Saturday, April 27, 2019.
Registration opens at 9 a.m. The business session will begin at
10 a.m. and will include any necessary reports of the officers, board
members and committees, as well as the election of board members in districts 2, 3 and 4, each for a three-year term.
Any member who wishes to be elected to the cooperative’s
board of directors must appear in person at the main office of the
cooperative and fill out a nomination form not less than 60 days
and no more than 90 days before the date of the annual meeting
of the members at which board members are to be elected.
The following members have placed their names in nomination
at the cooperative headquarters:
DISTRICT 2: Jeremy Hamil, 211 CR 34520, Sumner 75486
DISTRICT 3: Harry Moore, 910 FM 1159, Clarksville 75426
DISTRICT 4: James Floyd, 5639 FM 44, Annona 75550
You do not have to be present at the meeting to vote in the
director election. Before the meeting, ballots will be mailed to

members who reside in those districts having an election. If you
reside in one of those districts, you may either vote by mail or in
person at the meeting.
Each member in attendance at the meeting will receive a registration gift. A drawing for other prizes will be held. Members must
be present at the time of the drawing to be eligible for other
prizes.
Six $1,000 scholarships also will be awarded at the meeting.
Scholarship entries must be received at the cooperative office by
5 p.m. April 12. To be eligible for a scholarship, a candidate must:
a Live full time in a residence served by Lamar Electric.
a Be a graduating senior attending a high school or accredited
home extended studies program within the counties served by
Lamar Electric.
We look forward to your attendance. Enjoy your annual meeting.
MICHAEL R. WILLIAMS
Board Secretary-Treasurer
Dated: March 29, 2019

Lamar Electric 2019 Director Candidate Profiles
DISTRICT 2
JEREMY HAMIL has been

DISTRICT 3
HARRY MOORE has been

a Lamar Electric member since 2002 and has
served on the board
since September 2015.
He attended Paris Junior College and Texas A&M-Commerce
and studied agricultural business. He has
been a rancher for more than 20 years,
bales hay and has a custom pasture
spraying business. He and his wife, Kim,
a kindergarten teacher for Chisum Independent School District, live in Sumner.

a Lamar Electric member since 1974 and has
served on the board
since January 2015. He
has an associate degree
from Paris Junior College and has
attended Texarkana College and East
Texas State University. He and his son,
Jeffery Moore, farm soybeans, wheat and
milo. He likes to hunt and fish. Moore
and his wife of 47 years, Linda, a retired
florist, live north of Clarksville.

www.lamarelectric.coop

DISTRICT 4
JAMES FLOYD has been

a Lamar Electric member since 1971 and has
served on the board
since May 2015. He
attended grade school
in Boxelder and a portion of high school
at Annona. He spent his senior year at
Clarksville High School, where he graduated. He owns a dirt moving business,
using bulldozers, tractors and other large
equipment, and has been in real estate
for the past 20 years. Floyd was a tractor
mechanic for 20 years for Harvey Brothers in Clarksville. He and his wife,
Sharon, live in Annona.
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HAPPY EASTER!
APRIL 21

Government-in-Action Youth Tour
Winners Announced

Lamar Electric will be closed April
19 in observance of Good Friday.

SCHLITTERBAHN

Jaymee Blount, left, and Damon Hall are headed to Washington, D.C., this summer, compliments
of Lamar Electric.

LAST
CHANCE

JAYMEE BLOUNT AND DAMON HALL ARE THE WINNERS OF LAMAR ELECTRIC’S 2019

Government-in-Action Youth Tour essay contest. Contestants submitted essays on
the topic of situations in which they demonstrated leadership skills. Many students
submitted essays, but only Blount and Hall were selected for this all-expenses-paid
trip to Washington, D.C.
Blount is the daughter of co-op members Rodney and Robyn Blount of Bogata
and is a home-schooled senior. Hall is the son of members Dana and Jeff Mayes of
Reno and is a junior at Chisum High School.
In June, the two students will join more than 150 other teens from Texas and fly
to Washington for a week of educational events. Before leaving for Washington, the
students will tour the Texas Capitol and learn about state government in Austin.
While in Washington, they will visit their congressional representatives, spend a
day on Capitol Hill and tour the Smithsonian Institution and many other popular
sites. Students from the Texas delegation also will participate in a wreath-laying
ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

SCH LIT TE R BAH N WAT E RPAR KS A ND R E SO RTS

ENTER BY
APRIL 10

U SCH OOLS | I STOCK.COM

One lucky Lamar Electric member
will win 5 season passes!
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Get details and enter online at

TexasCoopPower.com/contests.
Find Schlitterbahn info at schlitterbahn.com.

www.lamarelectric.coop
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When the lights
go out, it’s their
time to shine.

Lineman Appreciation Day
Monday, April 8

