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Co-op News

LAMAR ELECTRIC STRIVES TO PROVIDE YOU
with the most reliable electric service we

can. In order to do this we use some of the best technology
available, in addition to performing regular pole inspections,
line maintenance and training our employees to spot condi-
tions that could cause a problem. 

Still, Mother Nature throws us some curve balls from time
to time. Animals that roam the rural areas, lightning, straight

winds, ice storms, floods and tornadoes are just a few of the
formidable challenges our highly qualified men face. The natu-
ral environment exists for a purpose and we must learn how to
live in the environment God created.

Coping is not always easy. It is very common for tree limbs to
blow into a power line or even break off and wind up hanging on
the line. A good soaking rain after a very dry spell will cause
large trees to lay over with the root ball intact. Sometimes we
have so many animal problems we could start a zoo. Squirrels,
snakes, raccoons, buzzards, fire ants and curious birds have
caused problems when they come into contact with electric

equipment. The same God that created the world where we live
has also provided some really great technology for us to use.

Here are just a few of the technology measures we take to
keep power interruptions to a minimum:

Fault Indicators (ours are called Navigators) are hung on many
power lines to help us locate the fault. Some folks think these
small black balls with a clear lens on the bottom are cameras.
They are not. When an electrical short occurs downstream

from the fault indicator, a red strobe light
starts flashing on the line indicator with the
problem. This allows crews to concentrate
on the power lines downstream from the
device and not spend time patrolling all the
upstream lines. This often cuts the task in
half and saves walking through areas that
are not visible from the road.

All residential transformers have a light-
ning arrester attached to the side that helps
send lightning safely to the ground. For over
20 years we have used only Metal Oxide
Varistor (MOV) arrestors. This is basically a
stack of discs or blocks made out of zinc-
oxide. Normal voltage cannot cascade
between the blocks but the higher voltage
from lightening will jump between the
blocks and allow the lightening to dissipate
as it goes down the pole ground wire to the
earth. The idea is to provide a good pathway
to ground before the lightening enters the
transformer or continues down the second-
ary wires to your home.

Each transformer is protected with a silver
plated fuse link cutout. These fuses are designed to melt with
near direct lightning strike but allow smaller lighting strikes to
go thru the lightning arrester and not blow the fuse. Silver is
more expensive but it has a very high melting point. Protecting
the transformer and home from lightening is still the idea but
lower voltage strikes can be safely dissipated without the
inconvenience of waiting in the dark till a lineman comes to
replace the fuse link. Even with this design, we still replace a
lot of fuses after a lightning storm.

Every pole mounted transformer has a porcelain high voltage
bushing on top where the connection is made to the high voltage
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power line above. For over 20 years we have covered this connection point with a
plastic or rubber wildlife guard and used insulated wire above the wildlife guard.
Originally these guards were called squirrel boots because they were a single piece
of rubber slid over the bushing and wire like a sock. This helps keep squirrels and
birds from accidentally coming into contact with high voltage and blowing the fuse
up above. In the fall of the year, squirrels are often found sitting on top of the warm
pole mounted transformer. Usually their tail was the appendage that caused the
problem. Now we have very few squirrel contacts.
Birds love to build nest in outdoor steel structures, like our substations. Snakes

smell the bird eggs and come for dinner. It is almost unbelievable, but a typical
chicken or rat snake can climb right up the side of a smooth steel beam. For some
reason the snakes are more active at night. Our substations are all equipped with a
loud speaker system that randomly plays a specially designed recording of birds
fighting. This helps us chase off many, but not all birds. Even with routine removal
of nest it is hard to keep up with all the bird activity. The substations with more
snake activity have a snake fence installed. The snake fence is basically a couple of
electric fence wires held an inch or so off the ground with a wire mesh on the gravel
to complete the circuit. We use glue traps at other substations to capture the snakes.
All of our linemen have an ipad which contains detail color coded maps of all the

power lines and roads. They can even see all predicted or reported outages. Lines
without power changes color on the screen and a red dot helps them spot individual
outages. This system helps determine where an outage is affecting more people and
allows them to concentrate on areas affecting the most people.
All of our meters can communicate with our outage management computer system.

When an individual outage is reported, the system automatically checks meters in the
surrounding area to determine if they have power. Based on the results of one phone
call or text, a single report can quickly generate a predicted outage that may involve
several hundred members, even before the other members have time to call in. The
lineman can go directly to the device that is predicted to be off, based on meters
that do not respond to the outage management system. This same system is used
when a large outage is restored to determine if everyone came back on.

Providing uninterrupted power during times of peak load is a major priority, so
we choose wire sizes and transformers that can handle the job. We install fuses, sec-
tionalizers and reclosers to minimize areas of interruption. In addition, multiple
ground connections help protect the system, equipment and the general public.

Using technology allows the men to go directly to the location of the problem
and get the line or transformer repaired more quickly than ever before. These are
just some of the ways we are working to provide electric service you can count on.

H
A
N
N
A
M
A
R
IA
H
 |
 I
ST
O
CK
.C
O
M

Did You Know? The microwave oven was accidentally invented by
Perry Spencer in 1945 during his radar research. He discovered microwave heating quali-
ties when he noticed that the peanut cluster bar in his pocket began to melt.
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AS OCTOBER ARRIVES, COOLER WEATHER TYPICALLY FOL-
lows. Before the temperatures begin to plummet, there
are a few things you need to keep in mind to prevent
your electric usage from skyrocketing.

Heat Pump 
The most efficient way to stay warm is an electric heat
pump—a central air conditioner with a few extra parts
that allow it to run backward in the winter. A heat pump
moves heat rather than creating it. If you have a heat
pump, fall is a great time to give it a checkup. If the fan
on the outside unit is not running, call a heating, venti-

lating and air conditioning repair specialist because the unit may be low on Freon
and only using auxiliary heat. Most air conditioning repair specialists will check
your unit for Freon and clean the coils for a reasonable fee—plus, most of them are
not too busy this time of year.

Gas and Electric
If you have a gas or electric resistance heating unit, this is a good time of year to
make sure the coils inside your unit are not stopped up with lint. Gas and electric
heat blow through the air conditioning coils inside your house. 

Fireplace
While a fireplace can create great ambiance, a lot of heat from your central heating
unit can be sucked up the chimney. If you don’t have glass doors over the fireplace,
this is a good time to shop for some.

Space Heater 
Space heaters are not designed to heat a whole house, and the electricity they con-
sume can add up quickly. In addition to unnecessarily increasing your electric bill,
running a space heater overnight or while you aren’t home is a fire hazard. 

Drafts and Cracks
While the weather outside is nice, it is a good time to take a look at your doors and
windows. Use caulk to seal up any cracks, and look around your doors to see if they
are sealed properly. Weatherstripping attached to tape is inexpensive and easy to
install. Taping or tacking plastic around leaky window frames can create a secure
seal to keep cold air from infiltrating your home in the winter. 

Water Heater
Make sure your water heater is working properly, and check the temperature set-
ting on the thermostat. If the water coming out of the faucet is hotter than 120
degrees, lower the thermostat to save energy and prevent scalding. A cooking ther-
mometer is an easy way to check your water temperature. Most water heater ther-
mostats can be accessed behind a small plate about 10 inches from the bottom of the
tank using a screwdriver.

Fall is the best time to consider making repairs to your home in preparation for
winter. Continue to practice energy efficiency by keeping your usage in mind when
heating your home and water. Enjoy the pumpkins, candy corn and piles of leaves—
winter will be here before we know it.
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BY KATIE MORRIS

Will Your Electric Bill Rise This Fall? 

Is Your Neighbor
Stealing From You?
EVERY YEAR, LAMAR ELECTRIC COPES
with thieves—folks who deliberately
tamper with their electric meters to steal
power. Not only is this practice extremely
dangerous, it’s a serious crime that can
result in hefty fines and jail time.

According to the Cooperative
Research Network, power surging
through a compromised meter can cause
an electrical catastrophe.

A short circuit could produce an arc
flash bright enough to cause blindness
and powerful enough to launch frag-
ments of shrapnellike, red-hot debris.
Serious injury or death from electrocu-
tion, explosion or fire often results from
meter tampering. Only trained co-op
personnel wearing protective clothing
should work on meters.

Electricity theft has several victims.
The co-op loses revenue and expends

resources to investigate tampering. 
Co-op members pay more for the

power they use to cover the cost of the
stolen electricity. 

And, most importantly, co-op person-
nel, members and the thief can be seri-
ously injured when the meter’s safety
features are compromised.

Anyone witnessing or aware of 
someone tampering with an electric
meter should contact Lamar Electric
immediately.
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October Country Corner Events
OCTOBER 5–31 
Downtown Pumpkin Patch
Farmers Market, 310 First St. SW, Paris,
Monday–Saturday, 10 a.m.–6 p.m., and
Sunday, 1–6 p.m. The Pumpkin Lady will
be available Saturday mornings for chil-
dren’s activities.

OCTOBER 6 
Bogata Citywide Yard Sale
Maps available at City Hall, 128 N. Main
St., Bogata, at 7 a.m.

Annual Historical Society Fall Bazaar
Downtown Clarksville on the courthouse
grounds, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Vendors, food,
live music and a quilt show.

OCTOBER 12–13 
Reno Haunted Trail
Reno City Hall, 160 Blackburn St., Reno,
7–11 p.m., $10 admission. Not suitable for
young children or the faint of heart.

OCTOBER 12–14
Gateway to Texas Tandem Tour
Preregister at redrivercoc.com. The
three-day bicycle ride costs $115 for a
team of two.

OCTOBER 13 
Cotton Harvest Festival
Downtown Cooper on the square. Ven-
dors, carnival, live auction and live 
music featuring Texas country artists 

Mike Ryan and Stoney LaRue.

Red River Valley REACH Rally
Love Civic Center Pavilion, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
The Red River Valley Down Syndrome
Society hosts this event with bounce
houses, face painting, games and more!

OCTOBER 20
Mannequin Night
Downtown Paris on the square, 5:30–
8:30 p.m. Volunteers dress in costume
and pose in storefronts. Food trucks and
live music will be available.

Roxton Saturday Night
Harrison Avenue, 11 a.m.–9:30 p.m. Ven-
dors, food, games and live music. This
event also features a 5K benefiting Rails
to Trails at 6 p.m. The cost is $25 to run,
and runners can sign up in front of Rox-
ton Grocery and Café.

OCTOBER 27
Festival of Pumpkins
Downtown Paris on the square, 9 a.m.–
4 p.m. Vendors and live music will be on
hand at this fall festival.

OCTOBER 31 
Bogata Trunks for Treats
Bogata Community Center around 6 p.m.
Bring your kids in their costumes to this
event hosted by the Bogata Lions Club.
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Find this and more delicious recipes online at 

TEXASCOOPPOWER.COM

Worm Dirt Pudding
2 packages (8 ounces each) cream 

cheese, softened
2 cups powdered sugar
1 tub (16 ounces) nondairy whipped 

topping
2 boxes (4 ounces each) instant 

chocolate pudding
4 cups milk
1 package (20 ounces) chocolate 

sandwich cookies, crushed
1 package gummy worms

1.  Mix together cream cheese, pow-
dered sugar and whipped topping.
2.  Prepare pudding with milk.
When thick, fold pudding into
cream cheese mixture.
3.  Layer in serving dish(es) with
crushed cookies. 
4.  Top with final layer of crushed
cookies, then poke gummy worms
through surface.

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
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