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PARIS, TEXAS 75461

≠

(903) 784-4303

Speak Up Now
on Energy Policy

MESSAGE
FROM
MANAGER
JERRY D.
WILLIAMS

R

ight now, politicians are working
on plans that will directly affect the
price you pay for electricity. A law is
developing that would put limits on
the carbon dioxide emitted by industry. Congress is making decisions that
could drive up the price of electricity
sharply by treating carbon output as a
commodity.

If the American Clean Energy and
Security Act, championed by U.S.
Reps. Edward Markey and Henry
Waxman, passes with a carbon capand-trade system, a cap, or limit,
would be placed on the total amount
of carbon-dioxide emissions that will
be allowed in the United States. That
amount of carbon would be divided
up among industrial and commercial
users, and more carbon allowances, or
credits, could be auctioned off or
traded.
In addition, the Markey-Waxman
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bill would allow speculators to buy
and sell the credits, not for any industrial production, but for the sole purpose of making money. This kind of
speculative trading adds volatility to
markets and can dramatically drive up
prices. Speculators buying and selling
electricity in some states is a large
part of the reason the price of electricity has gone up in those states.
The electric industry, particularly
co-ops, relies on price stability. That’s
because electric co-ops deliver electricity to your homes and businesses
at a price as close to cost as possible.
We have little room to maneuver
should prices suddenly shoot up.
Lamar Electric would not be able
to absorb much of a cost increase, and
those costs would have to be
passed along to our members,
raising your electric bill dramatically. We have informed
our elected officials in Washington about the real-world
consequences, but the end
result has yet to be seen.
While messages from electric co-op leaders carry a lot
of weight on Capitol Hill,
nothing compares to the
voices of co-op members
themselves: the 42 million
hard-working people who will
ultimately foot electric bills
affected by federal climate-change
policy. Voters get their attention.
I would urge you to become a part
of the conversation today and join the
hundreds of thousands of electric coop members such as yourself already
involved in the “Our Energy, Our
Future”™ grassroots campaign. Please
visit WWW.OURENERGY.COOP. You will
find a suggested message that you can
personalize and e-mail to your senator
or representative. It is easy, so please
try it. You can help Lamar Electric by
voicing your opinion.

Find the
Filter that
Fits the Bill
I

t costs less than $5 a month to install
a high-quality, pleated air-conditioner
filter that can make the air your family
breathes cleaner and healthier.
That’s how much it costs to buy
such an air-conditioner filter and to
change it once a month during airconditioning season.
If you buy a filter that’s too cheap—
like one of those $1 blue filters—you
could do more harm than good. Those
filters don’t do a good job of trapping
small pollutants like dust and pet dander; in fact, they remove only about 10
percent of pollutants from the air. So
those particles find their way into your
air-conditioning system, where they
clog up the works or blow back into
your home.
It might surprise you to know that
the really expensive, ultra-thick disposable filters—the ones that cost $15
to $20—aren’t necessarily any better
than the inexpensive ones. The same
goes for reusable, washable electrostatic or “monofilament” filters.
Sure, they trap the tiniest bits of
dust and dander. But they’re so thick
that they don’t allow the air to flow
through them freely, especially if you
don’t clean them every week. That
makes your air conditioner work
harder and will shorten its life.
Your best bet: a 1-inch, pleated air
filter that costs $4 to $5.
It looks like cloth on the outside, but
the pleats contain fibers that catch
allergy-causing smoke, mold and dust
before your air-conditioning system can
suck them in. In addition, the pleated
filter allows enough airflow so your system can operate properly.
Using a pleated filter and replacing
it every month during the summer
will keep your air cleaner and your airconditioning system in tiptop shape
for longer.
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LEC Helps Teach Community Spirit

L

EC Member Services Representative Marci Thompson recently taught a fiveweek Junior Achievement class to Mrs. Gillie’s second-graders at Prairiland
Elementary School. The Junior Achievement-Our Community® program is
designed for second-graders to help prepare them for the future by exploring the
interdependent roles of workers in a community, the work they perform and
how communities work. “It was a great experience, and I hope to participate
again next year,” Thompson said.

LAMAR
ELECTRIC
COOPERATIVE
1485 North Main St.
P.O. Box 580 • Paris, TX 75461
Phone (903) 784-4303
For general information and
outages after hours, call
(903) 784-4303 local or
1-800-782-9010 toll-free
Operating in Lamar, Red River,
Delta and Fannin counties
Find us on the web at
www.lamarelectric.coop
GENERAL MANAGER
Jerry D. Williams
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIRMAN
Allen Branch . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sumner
VICE CHAIRMAN
Charles Dooley. . . . . . . . . . . . Annona

ABOVE: Lamar EC Member
Services Representative
Marci Thompson is surrounded by the students in
Mrs. Gillie’s class at Prairiland Elementary School.
LEFT: Following the class,
several students wrote to
Thompson, thanking her for
coming out to teach them.
Here is a drawing from one
of the students that features Louie the Lightning
Bug®.

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Billy Hines . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clarksville
James Sam Cooper . . . . . . . . Roxton
Mark Jones. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paris
Ron E. Tippit . . . . . . . . . . . Clarksville
Mike Williams . . . . . . . . . . . . . Detroit
George M. Wood. . . . . . . . . . Blossom
Lyle Yoder . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pattonville
YO U R “ L O CA L PAG E S ”
This section of Texas Co-op Power
magazine is produced by LEC each
month to provide you with information about current events, safety,
special programs and other activities
of the cooperative. If you have any
comments or suggestions, please
contact the local office.
MEMBER BENEFITS:
≠ Level billing
≠ Automated meter reading
≠ Free bank draft service
≠ Visa, Discover and MasterCard
accepted
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Lamar Electric Contributes to Ag Education
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Jeff King, joined by Lamar Electric Member Services Representative Marci Thompson, is pictured with his winning Jersey cow.

CALEB DUNAGAN

L

M A D E LY N G O O D I N G

amar Electric sponsored the Senior Dairy Showmanship belt buckle at the 2009 Lamar County Junior
Livestock Show. JEFF KING was the deserving recipient of
this year’s award.

ABIGAIL GOODING

Lamar Electric also made a donation to the Junior
Livestock Show that supplemented the purchase price of
the animals raised by MADELYN GOODING, goat; ABIGAIL
GOODING, lamb; and CALEB DUNAGAN, chickens.

C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S TO A L L T H E L I V E STO C K S H OW PA R T I C I PA N TS !
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Co-op Connections
1st Choice Pest Control

Jackson-Hewitt

OFFERING $10 OFF INITIAL GENERAL PEST
CONTROL SERVICE
≠ Ricky Williams, state-licensed certified applicator.
Call (903) 785-5679 to schedule an appointment.

25 PERCENT OFF TAX PREPARATION FEES ONLY.
DISCOUNT MUST BE DISCLOSED WHEN ASKED
DURING INTERVIEW PROCESS.
≠ 3185 Lamar Ave. in Paris. Call (903) 737-0811.

B&D Taxidermy

Papa Murphy’s Pizza

OFFERING $10 OFF TAXIDERMY SERVICES
≠ Benzy and Debbie Jo Hostetler, Owners.
Call (903) 737-8604.

OFFERING $3 OFF FAMILY-SIZE PIZZA
(LIMIT 3 PER ORDER)
≠ 2705 Lamar Ave. in Paris. Call (903) 785-0036.

Checks to Cash

Quality Craft Picture
Frames

15 PERCENT DISCOUNT ON CHECK-CASHING FEES
≠ 3185 Lamar Ave. in Paris. Call (903) 785-6666.

Gillie Insulation

OFFERING 20 PERCENT OFF CUSTOM FRAMING
INCLUDING FRAME, MAT AND GLASS
≠ 2030 Clarksville St. in Paris. Call (903) 785-2760.

10 PERCENT OFF WITH YOUR
CO-OP CONNECTIONS® CARD
≠ Lowell Gillie, Owner. Call (903) 982-6399.
This information is provided by Lamar Electric Cooperative (LEC) on an informational, “as is” basis. LEC does not endorse or warranty any business listed and makes no representation or warranties of any kind, express or implied, as to the operation of the businesses or the quality of their services. To the full extent permissible by applicable law, LEC disclaims all warranties, express or implied.
LEC will not be liable for any damages of any kind arising from the use of this information, including, but not limited to, direct, indirect, punitive and consequential damages.

$23,883.19 Saved
on prescriptions by members using their Co-op Connections® Card
In May, 249 prescriptions were filled and members saved $1,918.76, averaging 21 percent off the retail price.

This valuable member benefit is absolutely free!

Want to do some price
checking on your
prescriptions? Visit
www.rxpricequotes.com
to see the discounted
price from our local
pharmacies.

ctric
Lamar Eleve, Inc.
Cooperati

Even if you have medical
coverage, compare
your coverage to the
discounts. Sometimes
the Co-op Connections
discount is better than
your medical insurance!
The pharmacy will need
the group and member
numbers on the back of
the card to process the
discount.
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